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Summary
The purpose of this Child Care Land Use Report (Report) is to summarize local efforts to understand and
address child care facilities development with planning departments across Santa Barbara County and
provide recommendations for improved processes for new and existing child care facilities. Efforts
involved a survey of local planning departments, along with study sessions on child care land use that
included data, discussions, resources and presentations. Information gathered through this work will be
included in a Child Care Facilities Master Plan for Santa Barbara County scheduled to be released in fiscal
year 2024-2025.

This Report is a companion to the Santa Barbara County Child Care Facilities Needs Assessment (Needs
Assessment), which highlights the role of, and need for, a focus on child care facilities, provides data on
need and supply, and includes a preliminary section on child care land use planning. For a full
understanding of child care facilities, a review of both documents is recommended.

Both the Report and the Needs Assessment are part of a larger body of work aimed at ensuring that
families in Santa Barbara County have access to high-quality child care services, especially families with
infants and toddlers. Funded by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors through American
Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) federal allocations, the work aims to:

● Increase the child care workforce for infants and toddlers
● Expand child care facilities through grants, technical assistance, and business training
● Understand and clarify the child care facilities needs in the various regions
● Assist child care operators to recover from the effects of COVID-19.

The funding is overseen by First 5 Santa Barbara County, contracted to the Santa Barbara Foundation and
subcontracted to Children’s Resource and Referral of Santa Barbara County and the Santa Barbara
County Education Office.
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Parallel and coordinated work through the same County ARPA grant funding is happening through United
Way of Santa Barbara County, which is focused on a continuing assessment of child care in general across
the county, employer-sponsored child care, a scholarship fund for middle income families, and
emergency child care for the County’s first responders and emergency management staff.

This report and the work behind it are a result of a long-standing partnership between the Santa Barbara
Foundation, Children's Resource and Referral of Santa Barbara County, and Santa Barbara County
Education Office Child Care Planning Council to support child care in Santa Barbara County. Each of these
partners brings a unique focus and area of expertise to the collaborative effort, united by a shared
mission to strengthen the child care system and support working families in the region.

● As part of the Santa Barbara Foundation’s (SBF) mission to mobilize collective wisdom and
philanthropic capital to build empathetic, inclusive and resilient communities, SBF has identified
child care as a critical area of focus, recognizing the vital role it plays in supporting working
families and setting young children up for success. Through convening, developing strategic
partnerships, and providing child care grantmaking programs, SBF seeks to address the
challenges of providing quality, affordable child care options for families in Santa Barbara County.

● Children's Resource and Referral of Santa Barbara County (CRR) is a key collaborator in this effort
with deep community connections and expertise. Their mission is centered on developing strong
and healthy families by providing education, care, and resource systems to children, parents, and
caregivers, with particular emphasis on supporting low-income and underrepresented
populations.

● The Santa Barbara County Education Office Child Care Planning Council’s (CCPC) leads
collaborative efforts in planning, coordinating, and advocating for high-quality, accessible early
care and education across the county. They offer extensive knowledge of the local child care
landscape and commitment to systems-level change. Collectively, the partnership seeks to grow
the child care workforce, increase the availability of accessible, high-quality child care spaces,
and ultimately create a more supportive environment for young children to learn, thrive, and
reach their full potential.
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Overview of Child Care Facilities and Land Use
High quality child care can help children thrive, allow families to work, and improve economic outcomes
for businesses and the community. The child care facilities themselves, and their condition, are critical to
ensuring access to high quality services in locations where families need them, and offer good places for
teachers to work. Child care facilities that are safe, free of hazards, and provide opportunities for
learning and growth are essential, for both children and teachers.

The child care facility development system, though, is complex and requires expertise, capacity, money
and time to navigate, just like any other type of development. Individual child care operators cannot
address this community challenge on their own, as many do not have the necessary resources or
knowledge. In order to increase access by expanding current programs or starting up new programs,
operators need funding, technical assistance and supportive policy environments. The community
benefits from broad access to high quality child care, and all sectors can contribute towards the effort to
ensure this critical community infrastructure is in place.

(Bipartisan Policy Center, 2023)

Completing the various regulatory steps involved in starting up child care requires a great deal of time,
knowledge, support and money. One regulatory process, city or county zoning and permitting, is often
complex and difficult to follow for someone who does not work in the construction industry, and the
costs can be prohibitive for child care providers who operate on thin margins. There are various degrees
of land use permitting regulation, and the more restrictive the permit, typically the more time it takes
and the more expensive it is.

There was a major change to the responsibility for local jurisdictions across California to regulate child
care when the SB234 legislation went into effect in January of 2019, eliminating local regulation of all
family child care, making it “by right.” Municipalities across the state are beginning to look at their child
care center policies now, and how they might amend them to remove unintended barriers and
encourage child care development.

A local government entity that adopts policies that make expanding and starting up child care facilities
easier and less costly can encourage child care development, thus increasing access for families in the
community. The 8 city and one county jurisdictions of Santa Barbara have regulated child care facility
development in their communities for decades, with varying levels of permitting, cost, processing and
documentation required.
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Highlights from Local Child Care Land Use Survey
(See Survey Template, Appendix A)

A survey was conducted in the fall of 2023, asking local city and county planning departments about
their child care land use policies and practices. All nine jurisdictions (Santa Barbara County and eight
cities) participated in the survey.

Of the nine jurisdictions in Santa Barbara County:

Jurisdictions address child care in their General Plans. Comprehensively planning for child
care through the General Plan process can direct zoning and other policies that can spur
the growth of child care facilities.

Jurisdictions allow child care centers “by right” in at least one zone. Facilitating the
establishment of child care centers either by right (no permit) or through a streamlined
ministerial or administrative permitting process encourages the integration of child care
facilities in communities, ensuring families have convenient access to vital child care
services.

Jurisdictions have made, or are currently making, efforts to streamline the permitting
process for child care. Intentionally encouraging child care facilities development through
streamlined and low-cost processes and incentives removes barriers that may slow down or
stall projects.

Jurisdictions offer at least one incentive or mitigation for child care projects. Offering
incentives, such as a density bonus, parking reduction or traffic mitigation can stimulate
interest in child care facilities development by making the project more feasible.

Jurisdictions were aware of SB234 (large family child care “by right”), and all but one have
complied, are in the process of complying, or have a plan to do so.

Additional details can be found in the charts below.

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 6



Cost and time to obtain a child care center Conditional Use Permit varies greatly

Local Child Care Planning and Permitting Survey, December 2023

Local Child Care Planning and Permitting Survey, December 2023

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 7



Incentives to include child care in development

Number of jurisdictions
offering incentive

Development Impact Fee reduction for child care projects 2

Developer Impact Fee for child care 0

Inclusion requirement for large projects 0
Density bonus for facility in affordable housing, per government code 3
Density bonus in excess of minimum in government code or in
non-residential projects

1

Floor area ratio exclusion 1

Parking reduction at impacted sites
(properties where the size does not allow for both the required parking and playground. In
these sites, the jurisdiction offers flexibility in finding solutions)

3

Traffic mitigation credit 1

Community benefit points 1

Expedited permit processing 1

Other bonus 1

Local Child Care Planning and Permitting Survey, December 2023

All jurisdictions knew about, and some were actively addressing, changes due to SB234

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 8



Highlights from the Child Care Land Use Study Sessions
All local jurisdictions were invited to study sessions focused on child care land use, best practices, and
resources. Four study sessions were held, once a month, from February through May, 2024, for 90
minutes each. Seven of the 9 jurisdictions attended at least one session, with an average of 6
jurisdictions and 8 individuals participating in each session. Participants expressed interest in attending
additional sessions if offered in fiscal year 2024-25. Topics included:

Where Child Care Happens

Data on Child Care in Santa Barbara County

Child Care Land Use Survey Results

Presentation from County of Santa Barbara Planning Department on child care policy changes

Child Care Land Use Best Practices

How organizations involved in child care facilities work can help with policy changes

Presentation from City of Goleta on child care policy changes

Annotated Resource List

Various organizations and areas of focus in the oversight of child care facilities

Input for the Child Care Land Use Report

Interest in Child Care Land Use Planning Sessions Next Year

Resources shared through the study sessions were compiled into an annotated list of resources and
provided to all jurisdictions through a shared folder with live links to documents. A pdf of that document
can be found in Appendix B.

City and County Plans and Accomplishments
Participants from the local planning departments shared their experiences with child care facilities and

land use, as well as policies and practices that they adopted in the past. Two highlights from the sessions

were presentations by the County of Santa Barbara and the City of Goleta on child care policies instituted

over the past few years (See Appendices C and D for presentation materials).

Additionally, the Cities of Lompoc and Santa Barbara shared their plans to address child care policy as a

result of information learned through the sessions:

Lompoc: Amendments to the Zoning Code will be considered to streamline permitting
requirements for Commercial Day Care uses in Commercial Zoning Districts.

City of Santa Barbara: The City of Santa Barbara will include a specific review of child care
policies with related upcoming Zoning Ordinance Amendments.
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Recommendations for Improved Processes for New and

Existing Child Care Facilities

The following are recommendations for all planning departments in Santa Barbara County, with the

understanding that some jurisdictions have child care land use policies in place that are addressing some

of the recommendations.

➢ Comprehensively plan for child care and intentionally encourage child care development

through supportive policies, streamlined and low-cost processes, and incentives to spur growth.

For example:

○ Facilitate the child care land use process for the community by offering step by step

instructions on the planning department website.

○ Maintain a list of names and contacts for the various departments child care operators will

need to connect with for approvals or additional permits. Share the best practices with

those departments.

○ Track development projects (eg: housing, commercial), and flag those that could, or do,

include child care facilities. Departments can then connect with child care operators through

the Child Care Planning Council, provide support and resources, and connect operators with

child care facilities experts who can help ensure a successful project.

➢ Refine Key Definitions and Align with State Codes. The way child care facilities are defined in

local regulatory documents can support a smooth process, or cause confusion and extra work.

Examples include

○ Align definitions of Family Child Care Homes and Child Care Centers with California Health

and Safety Code Sections § 1596.750-1596.78 (the CA Child Day Care Facilities Act):

■ Child Care Centers (“Child Daycare Facilities” in code) "a child day care facility other than

a family day care home, and includes infant centers, preschools, extended day care

facilities, and school age child care centers" (Ca HSC §1596.76)

■ Family Child Care Homes (“Family Daycare Facilities” in code) "a facility that regularly

provides care, protection, and supervision for 14 or fewer children, in the provider’s own

home, for periods of less than 24 hours per day, while the parents or guardians are away,

and is either a large family daycare home or a small family daycare home." (Ca HSC

§1596.78)

Note: The term “child care” includes any state licensed center or family child

care home and includes programs referred to as preschool, day care, early care

and education, early learning programs, Head Start, State Preschool,

Montessori, etc.

○ Ensure regulations State Law regarding child care facility capacity are included in definitions:

■ Family Child Care Home capacity: Small up to 8 and Large up to 14 children; ideally not

combined with adult care definition.

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 10



■ Child Care Centers: any capacity, can include birth to 12 years, including infant,

preschool, school-age.

○ Avoid antiquated or confusing terms (day nursery, family day care center) for clarity, and to

allow for more efficient electronic searching.

○ Avoid setting local requirements that duplicate or may conflict with State Licensing

regulations or waivers they approve. For example, including the CCL-required square footage

of buildings or playgrounds in local policy may be in conflict with CCL decisions for a

particular center.

➢ Bring policies into compliance with State Law SB234 - Family Child Care Homes By Right

California Senate Bill 234, effective January 1, 2020, prohibits local jurisdictions from requiring

planning, home occupation or other permits, performance standards, fees, and business licenses

for operating a Small or Large Family Child Care Home. For more information go to: OPR SB234

Fact Sheet, CDSS: Family Child Care Home Providers- Remedies for Housing Discrimination, or

Child Care Law Center SB 234 FAQ.

○ In alignment with California Senate Bill 234, effective from January 1, 2020, local

jurisdictions must recognize both Small and Large Family Child Care Homes as permitted

uses in all zones that allow residential activities. This legislation mandates that licensed

Family Child Care (FCC) is to be regarded as a residential property use across all housing

types, not limited to single-family homes. Any requirements imposed by city or county

entities on these child care homes must be consistent with those applied to all other

residential properties within the same zone. This approach ensures equitable treatment and

removes unnecessary barriers such as planning, home occupation or other permits,

performance standards, fees, and business licensing, thus facilitating the operation of family

child care homes.

○ Specific guidance for updating Municipal Code (zoning and finance/business codes):

■ List Small and Large Family Child Care Homes as a permitted use in all Residential Zones

(in individual zone sections, use tables, etc.).

■ Clearly state that Family Child Care Homes can operate in any dwelling unit, i.e. not

restricted to single- family dwellings.

■ Specify Family Child Care Home exemption from Home Occupation permit and in

Business Tax/License code and forms.

■ While the Zoning Code update is in process, consider posting a notice on the City

website indicating correct treatment; child care providers may find illegal code online

and decide not to proceed due to requirements and costs. Sample language available

upon request.

➢ Amend Child Care Center Policies and Processes to Encourage Development

○ Encourage the integration of child care facilities within various community settings, ensuring

families have convenient access to vital child care services.

○ To foster the inclusion of child care centers across communities and reduce cost and time to

develop, facilitate child care center establishment by right, or through the least restrictive
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and least burdensome permit processes and fee structures, especially in public or

quasi-public sites like faith-based locations, schools, and community centers.

■ Encourage the establishment of child care centers either by right or through the least

restrictive and least burdensome permit processes and fee structures, particularly in

sites capable of supporting necessary amenities like parking, traffic management, and

outdoor play spaces (e.g., schools, community buildings, and faith-based properties).

Such a streamlined process can significantly ease the development of child care facilities

and reduce the financial burden for the operator.

○ Make permit applications available online, with directions specifically for child care.

○ Streamline the Conditional Use permitting process and cost for child care operators,

fast-track applications and reduce fees.

➢ Adopt Development Standards that Support Child Care

○ Development standards reasonably address the actual impacts of child care centers.

Standard conditions of approval addressing land use impacts (e.g. parking and noise) enable

by-right designation or ministerial treatment in both Residential and Non-residential zones.

Ideally, allow for more lenient standards where site challenges exist (e.g. insufficient space

for required playground and parking), public transit is robust, or other factors mitigate land

use impacts. (See Resources for example of Santa Barbara County’s parking reduction code

language.)

○ Exempt Child Care Centers from traffic and other impact fees. Expedited permit processing

and reduced fees increase the feasibility of child care facility projects.

○ Allow for minimum and alternative parking for parent drop off/pick up and staff to enable

inclusion of required playground space.

➢ Address the Community’s need for child care in the General Plan

○ Policies and programs supportive of child care can be included in several mandated and/or

optional General Plan elements. Land Use, Housing, Public Facilities, Economic

Development, and Circulation are only some.

○ Require or offer incentives to developers for the inclusion of child care space in projects.

Examples adopted in other jurisdictions include:

■ Developer impact fee for child care
■ Inclusion requirement of child care for large projects
■ Density bonus for facility in affordable housing, per government code
■ Density bonus in excess of minimum in government code or in non- residential projects
■ Floor area ratio exclusion
■ Option for review/approval of a parking plan generated by the operator when parking

requirements may negatively impact the child care center facility and/or operations.
■ Traffic mitigation credit
■ Community benefit points
■ Fast Tracking of child care permit processing
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Appendices

Appendix A: Child Care Land Use Survey Template

CHILD CARE PLANNING AND PERMITTING SURVEY
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY (Abridged)

Survey responses requested by November 22, 2023.

Section A: Instructions and Contact Information
Through American Recovery Plan Act (ARPA) funding from the County of Santa Barbara, Children’s
Resource and Referral of Santa Barbara County, the Santa Barbara Foundation and local partners
are working together to identify ways to support the start up and/or expansion of child care to
meet the needs of families in our county. This survey is being requested from all cities and the
County and will provide critical information about current policies and opportunities to further
develop child care. Core best practices for child care development are identified (in pink)
throughout the survey.

We ask that you please respond to all questions directly in this Google Doc and provide additional
information to help us understand your jurisdictions’ policies. If you have documents you can share
that could be helpful, please attach a pdf to the email with your completed survey or provide a link
to the document if online.

Once all surveys are collected, respondents will receive a report to review for accuracy and
summary data will be included in a county-wide child care facilities needs assessment to be
published at the end of December 2023. Study sessions will then be scheduled for city/county
representatives to learn from each other and from child care experts regarding potential policy
changes that can be made to improve the environment for child care facility development.
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1. Please provide the contact information for the person completing this survey.

Jurisdiction

Name

Department

Address

Email Address

Phone Number

Section B: Center and Family Child Care Definitions and

Policies

Best Practices: Definitions of Family Child Care Homes and Child Care Centers align with California
Health and Safety Code Sections § 1596.750-1596.78 (the CA Child Day Care Facilities Act), including:

● Family Child Care Homes capacity: Small up to 8 and Large up to 14 children; ideally not
combined with adult care definition.

● Child Care Centers: any capacity, can include birth to 12 years, including infant, preschool,
school-age.

● Avoid antiquated or confusing terms (day nursery, family day care center)
Best Practices: Child Care Centers

● Permit child care centers in all zones that are not hazardous (e.g. heavy industrial), including
residential, commercial, retail, mixed-use.

● Allow child care centers by right or with the least restrictive/burdensome permit process and
fees (e.g. in public/quasi-public sites - faith-based, school, community center - that
accommodate parking, traffic, etc.

● Allow for minimum and alternative parking for parent drop off/pick up and staff to enable
inclusion of required playground space.
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Key definitions and state codes
● Child Care Centers (“Child Daycare Facilities” in code) "a child day care facility other than

a family day care home, and includes infant centers, preschools, extended day care
facilities, and school age child care centers" (Ca HSC §1596.76),

● Family Child Care Homes (“Family Daycare Facilities” in code) "a facility that regularly
provides care, protection, and supervision for 14 or fewer children, in the provider’s own
home, for periods of less than 24 hours per day, while the parents or guardians are away,
and is either a large family daycare home or a small family daycare home." (Ca HSC
§1596.78)

● The term “child care” includes any state licensed center or family child care home and
includes programs referred to as preschool, day care, early care and education, early
learning programs, Head Start, State Preschool, Montessori, etc.

https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2022/code-hsc/division-2/chapter-3-4/article-1/section-1596-76/
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Child Care Centers

2. Please indicate the type of planning permit that is required, if any, to locate a child care
center in each zone below. Please enter the specific zone in each cell as appropriate.

Zones By right, no
planning permit

Administrative, Non
discretionary permit

Conditional use permit Prohibit
ed use

Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Mixed-Use

Open space

Other

3. What is the cost of a Conditional Use Permit application for a child care center, when
required?

4. What is the approximate length of time (or range) needed to obtain a Conditional Use
Permit for a child care center?

5. Please provide a description of each of the following regulations applied to child care
centers in your jurisdiction.

Noise

Landscaping

Parking

Traffic

Other

6. Are child care centers required to pay a business license fee?

Yes Please link to your city's business license information:

No Please explain who is exempt from paying business license fees:

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 15



Family Child Care Homes

Family Child Care Homes By Right
California Senate Bill 234, effective January 1, 2020, prohibits local jurisdictions from requiring planning,
home occupation or other permits, performance standards, fees, and business licenses for operating a
Small or Large Family Child Care Home. For more information go to: OPR SB234 Fact Sheet, CDSS: Family
Child Care Home Providers- Remedies for Housing Discrimination, or Child Care Law Center SB 234 FAQ.

Best Practices: Family Child Care Homes
Specific guidance for updating Municipal Code (zoning and finance/business codes):

● List Small and Large Family Child Care Homes as a permitted use in all Residential Zones (in
individual zone sections, use tables, etc.).

● Clearly state that Family Child Care Homes can operate in any dwelling unit, i.e. not restricted to
single-family dwellings.

● Specify Family Child Care Home exemption from Home Occupation permit and in Business
Tax/License code and forms.

7. Is your Municipal Code in compliance with SB234, including exempting all Family Child Care Homes from
use/home occupation or other permits, performance standards, fees, and business licenses?

Yes

No

8. If your Municipal Code is not yet in compliance with the provisions of SB234, please provide a timeline for
updating. Helpful hint: Consider posting a notice on the City website indicating correct treatment in the interim.
Sample language available upon request.

Section C: General Questions

General Best Practices: Comprehensively plan for child care and intentionally encourage child care
development through supportive policies, streamlined and low cost processes, and incentives to spur
growth.

9. Are permit application forms available on-line?

Yes If yes, please provide the link here.

No If no, do you have plans to make these forms available on-line in the near future?
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10. Have you made, or are you currently making, efforts to streamline the permitting process for child care centers?

Yes If yes, please describe the efforts here.

No
If no, please indicate the kind of service, training, and/or support that is needed to
facilitate a more streamlined process.

11. Are your zoning code definitions of Child Daycare Facility (including preschools, infant care,
employee-sponsored, etc.) and Family Daycare Homes consistent with California Health and Safety Code Sections
§ 1596.750-1596.78 of the CA Child Day Care Facilities Act (listed on page 1 of this survey)?

​ Yes
​ No. If not, please specify below.

12. Does your General Plan address the community's need for child care?

Yes If yes, please insert the language or cite the sections here.

No If no, when is your next General Plan update?

13. Does your city/county have requirements or offer incentives to developers for the inclusion of child care space in
projects? Please select all that apply and use the right-hand column to describe and/or include links to code
sections.

​ Developer impact fee for child care

​ Inclusion requirement for large projects

​ Density bonus for facility in affordable housing, per
government code

​ Density bonus in excess of minimum in government code or
in non-residential projects

​ Floor area ratio exclusion

​ Parking reduction at impacted sites (properties where the
size does not allow for both the required parking and
playground. In these sites, the jurisdiction offers flexibility in
finding solutions)

​ Traffic mitigation credit

​ Community benefit points

​ Expedited permit processing

​ Other:

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 17

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=2.&title=&part=&chapter=3.4.&article=1.


14. Please list all major development applications you are currently reviewing or have recently been approved.

15. Please describe any child care policies or projects that have been a topic of discussion, in the past year,
internally, at Planning Commission, or City Council/Board of Supervisors meetings.

15a. Do any of these developments address the need for child care services?

Yes If yes, please describe those projects and use this space to indicate if the
city/county required or supported the developer to include child care.

No

16. Where (which departments or agencies) do you refer people who wish to operate a Family Child Care Home or
Child Care Center? Check all that apply.

​ Fire Department / Fire Prevention
​ Building Inspection
​ Finance / Business
​ Public Works
​ Community Care Licensing / DSS
​ Children’s Resource and Referral of SB County
​ Other ______________________________________________
​

Section D: Conclusion
17. Are there other city policies, practices, resources, informational tools, or any concerns you wish to share related

to planning for child care and preschool needs in your community?

17 a. Please provide contact information for the departments to whom you refer those who are interested in
operating child care.

Fire Department

Contact Info

Building Department

Contact Info

Finance/ Business

Contact Info

Public Works

Contact Info

18. Is there any information (e.g. templates, tools, examples) you would like to receive related to the child care
policies or processes mentioned in this survey?
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Appendix B: Child Care Land Use Annotated Resources List

Child Care Land Use Annotated Resources List

Santa Barbara County

General Plan

Examples Child Care Policies in General Plan Elements

A collection of policies from various elements of several CA cities/counties.

Redwood City General Plan, Child Care section

Section (6-pg) of a Building Community Element, includes goals, policies and implementation programs. 2010

Zoning Code

Santa Barbara County ordinance amendment with child care changes shown, 2022

San Mateo County. Signed ordinance 2021

Replaced old ordinance to address SB234 with new Chapter 22.2 Child Care Centers. Clarifies by right treatment of

Family Child Care Homes, and includes ministerial process for centers in many zones, incentives for provision of

child care space.

Child Care and Supportive Housing. Hercules Ordinance

Adopted 1/2023, combined ZO updates for SB234 and supportive housing, includes code text/use tables with

strikeouts/adds; forgot to delete Section 13-35.260 Family Day Care Homes with illegal requirements for parking,

spacing, noise, etc. Update: this was corrected, effective 3.14.24

Menlo Park ordinance SB234 update Nov. 2023

Ordinance update to implement a Housing Element policy re SB234 requested by advocates. Shows deletion of

illegal requirements. (Note: Recommend not including state licensing regulations language about ages of children,

etc as that may change.)

Redwood City Child Care Zoning Code

Draft of ordinance with new code section adopted 3/2021, to comply with SB234, reduce requirements for child

care centers, and offer incentives for co-location. Amended section, Article 39 - Child Care Facilities begins on pg

11.

Anderson, K. Aligning Local Codes to Support Demand for Child Care. Northern News, NorCal APA, 3/2023.

Encourages compliance with SB234, providing links to the bill, memos from state departments, examples

Clarification of FCCH in Residential Zones (Child Care Law Center interpretation 4/2024)
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Sample Website Language re City requirements for Family Child Care

To clarify Family Child Care Home exemptions and future code updates

Child Care Start Up guides

City of San Mateo Child Care Start-Up Guide

Extensive guide (also available in Spanish) to accompany city’s child care facility fund application materials

(developer fee funds); site assessment tool with option for initial interdepartmental staff feasibility review

Goleta – Establishing a Day Care Facility in Goleta

Guide to new zoning 2020

Template: How to Start a Child Care or Preschool Program in x City (draft)

Other

Build Up San Mateo County - Brief for Cities

A description of several actions cities can take to support child care development with local examples, from

the county’s child care facilities initiative.

Build Up San Mateo County - Brief for Developers

A description of how developers can help to address the child care needs of communities where they have

projects. Requirements for a sustainable child care facility in a development are provided, with local examples

highlighted. From the county’s child care facilities initiative.

Planning for Child Care in California - Dr. Kristen Anderson, 2006

Presents basic child care information, guidelines and resources for municipal, county, and school district

planners, and for child care professionals and advocates.Note: References to family child care regulations are out of

date, due to the passage of SB234.

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 20

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1XoBWxEL6QMsSsijhxzEAvcxVmtTaPrZtX-l4h3VeqI0/edit


Appendix C: City of Goleta Child Care Policy Changes
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Appendix D: County of Santa Barbara Child Care Policy Changes
Slide Deck and Policy Change Summary
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County LUDC

Planning for Child Care in Santa Barbara County July, 2024. Santa Barbara Foundation 25

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13dkWjkuNtjDP28iKc2EYwIgz5uK1FODw/view?usp=drive_link
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